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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1869. 



Annual Meeting of the Society, May 20, 1869. The Hon. 
Chas. P. Daly, the President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, April 22, were read and 
approved. 

The Chairman of the Council reported the names of the 
following gentlemen suitable for election as resident mem- 
bers : Eichard Tylden Auchmuty, Frederick Kapp, Richard 
E. Mount, Jr., Aaron J. Vanderpoel, Charles O'Conor, James 
H. Welles, William Furniss. 

No ballot being called for, they were declared duly elected 
members of the Society. 

The Hon. Frederick A. Conkling, as Chairman of the 
Council, read the Annual Report of Council, which, on mo- 
tion, was accepted and placed on file. 

Mr. Remsen, on behalf of Mr. Clews, read the Annual Re- 
port of the Treasurer, which, on motion, was accepted and 
placed on file. 

The Librarian, Mr. H. B. Hammond, presented his Annual 
Report, which, on motion, was accepted and placed on file. 

Mr. Conkling, on behalf of Mr. Beckwith, as Chairman of 
the Nominating Committee, presented their report. The 
lateness of the hour not permitting an election by ballot, it 
was, on motion of Mr. Conkling, 

Resolved, That Mr. E. A. Stansbury be authorized to cast a 
collective vote. 

Thereupon, the following gentlemen were declared duly 
elected officers of the Society for the ensuing year : 

President. — Hon. Chas. P. Daly, LL. D. 
Vice-Presidents. — Henry Grinneix, Hon. F. A. Conkling, 
Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, D. D. 
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Fordgn Ccrr. Secretary. — Hon. Townsend Habbis. 
Domestic Corr. Secretary. — W. H. H. Moore. 
Recording Secretary. — E. R. Straznicky. 
Treasurer. — Henry Clews. 
Librarian. — H. B. Hammond. 

Council. — Wm. Remsen, T. Bailey Myers, Wm. T. Blodqett, 
W. E. Curtis, Theodore W. Dwight, LL. D. 

Mr. Francis A. Stout offered the following resolution, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That Chapter VL, Article 1, of the existing By-Laws, 
be amended by striking out the words " first Thursday " and 
" May," and inserting the words " second Tuesday " and " Jan- 
uary," so that it shall read : " The Annual Meeting of the 
Society shall be held on the second Tuesday after the first day 
of January in each and every year hereafter, when the annual 
election of officers of the Society shall take place ; and if, from 
any cause, there shall be a failure of the annual election at the 
time above designated for that purpose, the same may be held 
on the Tuesday next following, that is on the third Tuesday after 
the first day of January in each year, and of which due notice 
shall be given." 

That the words, " first Thursday " of Chapter VLT., Article 1, 
be changed to " second Tuesday," so that it shall read : " Shall 
hold its stated meetings for the transaction of business on the 
second Tuesday of each month of the year, except July, August, 
and September." 

Which resolution, under the existing By-Laws, must lie 
over, to be acted upon at the next meeting of the Society. 

The President then introduced to the Society Mr. Wm. B. 
Ogden, who read a paper on the Rise and Progress of the 
Pacific Railroad. 

On the motion of the Hon. Samuel Ruggles, the thanks of 
Society were presented to Mr. Ogden for his very able and 
instructive paper, and a copy of it requested for the archives 
of the Society. 

The President then introduced the Hon. Eugene Casserly, 
who, in complimenting very highly Mr. Ogden for his paper, 
remarked, among other things, that the people of California 
owe some recognition to the magnanimous people of the East 
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for their generous aid in the construction of the Pacific Kail- 
road. 

The Her. Dr. Thompson, in commenting upon the recent 
death of our distinguished associate, the Hon. George Fol- 
som, offered the following resolutions, which, after being sec- 
onded, were unanimously adopted, to wit : 

Resolved, That this Society has learned with deep regret of the 
death of the Hon. Geo. Folsom, one of its founders, and for 
several years its Vice-President, who departed this life at Borne 
on the 27th of March last, and that the Society tenders its con- 
dolence to his family under this affliction. 

Resolved, That the service rendered by Mr. Folsom to the 
cause of science and letters is an example to gentlemen of means, 
leisure, and social position, worthy of all commendation ; and 
encourages the hope that, with the development of the wealth of 
our country, there will arise a taste for an intellectual and aesthe- 
tic culture which will crown our material growth with beauty, 
wisdom, and honor. 

Mr. Francis A. Stout offered the following resolution, 
which, seconded by Mr. Harris, was unanimously adopted, to 
wit: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the 
Trustees of the Cooper Union for the public-spirited liberality 
and uniform courtesy and kindness with which, during the past 
year, they have placed at the disposition of this Society the spa- 
cious and convenient apartments it has had the pleasure and 
the advantage to occupy. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 



Report of the Council/or the Tear ending May 19, 1869. 

Boohs of the American Geographical and 
Statistical Sociey, New York, May 20, 1869. 

In presenting the Beport of the Proceedings of the Society 
for the past year, the Council have to congratulate their associates 
upon the prosperity which has marked its recent history. But 
little more than one year has elapsed since the Society actually 
resumed its labors, which were necessarily suspended during the 
war of the Rebellion. Within that period, not only has there 
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been a large increase in the number of members, but numerous 
and most valuable additions have been made to the Library. The 
finances of the Society have at the same time been placed in a 
highly prosperous condition, as will appear from the subjoined 
abstract of the Report of the Treasurer, Henry Clews, Esq. Much, 
however, remains to be done, and the continued co-operation of 
the members and friends of the Society is earnestly solicited, to 
the end that its usefulness may be still further extended. 

Balance of funds on hand, May 14, 1868 $371 54 

Receipts from all sources since that date 4,805 00 

Total amount $5,176 54 

Total expenditures since May 14, 1868 4,332 58 

Balance in the hand of Treasurer $843 96 

To this sum may be added, for dues remaining to be 

collected, the sum of. 200 00 

Available resources for the ensuing year $1,043 96 

The increase of membership, during the past year, has been 
as follows: 

Number of members on May 14, 1868 249 

Number since received 192 

Total number. 441 

The Report of the Librarian shows the following additions, 
during the year, in his department: 

Number of books, pamphlets, maps and charts, added by 

donation 1,380 

Number added by purchase 887 

Total additions 2,267 

The Library numbers now nearly ten thousand volumes. In its 
specialty of Voyages, Travels, and Histories, as well as in Maps, 
Atlases and Charts, it is not too much to say that it is one of the 
most complete and valuable in the country. It has been carefully 
arranged and classified, and it is believed that in another year the 
means will be secured to publish the much desired catalogue. 

There have been held during the year nine meetings of the 
Society and eight meetings of the Council. 

1. On May 14, 1868, the last annual meeting of the Society 
was held and the present Board of Officers was elected. 
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2. On June 12, 1868, Prof. C. F. Hartt, of Vassar College, now 
of Cornell University, read a paper on the Geology of Brazil 

3. On November 12, 1868, Dr. Isaac I. Hayes delivered a dis- 
course on the History of Arctic Discovery. 

4. On December 7, 1868, a reception was held in honor of the 
distinguished traveller and explorer, Prof. Robert von Schlagint- 
weit, who gave a very interesting narrative of his Asiatic trav- 
els, and particulary of his explorations among the Himalaya 
Mountains. 

5. On December 17, 1868, the Rev. B. F. De Costa read a 
paper on The Early Voyages of the Northmen to America. 

6. On February 4, 1869, Mons. Paul B. Du Chaillu read a 
paper on Equatorial Africa, giving a particular account of the 
Race of Pigmies and also of the Cannibal Tribes. 

7. On February 18, 1869, Rev. W. A. P. Martin, Professor in 
the Imperial College at Pekin, in China, delivered a discourse 
on his Missionary Labors in that country, with an account of his 
visit to the ancient colony of Jews in Huang-ho. 

8. On March 18, 1869, a paper prepared by Capt. Silas Bent, 
on the Best Practicable Route to the North Pole, was read by 
the President. On the same evening a paper on Polar Magnet- 
ism was read by Mr. John A. Parker. 

9. On April 22, 1869, Prof. T. Sterry Hunt, LL.D., of Mon- 
treal, read a paper on the Origin and Laws of Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes in relation to their past and present geographical dis- 
tribution. 

The Foreign Corresponding Secretary, Francis A. Stout, Esq., 
and the Domestic Corresponding Secretary, Cyrus W. Field, 
Esq., have both been absent in Europe, during the greater por- 
tion of the last year ; and of course have been prevented from 
personally conducting the business belonging to their respective 
affairs. The Society is, nevertheless, under great obligation to 
these gentlemen, for their efficient aid in re-establishing its cor- 
respondence and exchange with foreign scientific bodies. To 
Mr. Stout the Society is especially indebted for a number of rare 
and valuable geographical works which were procured by him in 
Europe, and have been generously donated to the Society. 
Leaving us now for a further visit to the Old World, he has been 
named as an Honorary Secretary of the Society, and he will con- 
tinue to exert the same active interest in our affairs for which 
in times past he has been distinguished. It is proper to add 
that the duties of both the Foreign and Domestic Corresponding 
Secretary, have been performed, during the period of their ab- 
sence, by the Recording Secretary, E. R. Straznicky, Esq. The 
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thanks of the Society are eminently due to that gentleman for 
the admirable manner in which he has discharged the duties in 
question. 

Athough the Recording Secretary has presented no special 
report of the operations of his immediate office, the Council feel 
that they cannot too warmly commend his diligence and effi- 
ciency. The systematic manner in which the records of the 
Society have been kept, and the neatness and order of the So- 
ciety's Booms attest the ability with which his onerous duties 
have been uniformly discharged. 

In conclusion, the Council desire to place on record the re- 
newed expression of their grateful obligations to the Board of 
Trustees of the Cooper Union for the courtesy and liberality 
which have been conspicuous in all their dealings with the 
officers of the Society. 

(Signed) F. A. Conklino, 

Chairman of Council. 

Annual Report of the Treasurer for 1868. 

Americas Geographical and Statistical 

Society, New York, May 20, 1869. 

The Treasurer respectfully submits the following report of the 
receipts and disbursements from May 14, 1868, to May 19, 1869. 

Receipts. 

Balance from last year (rec'd of Mr. W. Remsen) . . . $371 54 

Initiation fees from four life members ($50 each) . . . 200 00 

" " resident members 1,540 00 

Uncollected dues of 1867 50 00 

" " 1868 387 50 

Annual " 1869 1,332 50 

Subscription to special fund for furnishing new rooms 1,295 00 

Total $5,176 54 

Expenses. 

Salaries of Clerk and Assistant $872 25 

Books, Maps, Globes, and Atlases. 1,143 64 

Furniture 1,034 64 

Stationery 129 91 

Printing 200 84 

Binding. 77 00 

Sundries, including postage stamps, ad- 
vertising, and other expenses with 

monthly meetings 874 20 

$4,322 58 
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Leaving balance on hand. $843 96 

There are uncollected dues for 1869 to 

the extent of 200 00 

which, it is believed, can be collected. 

This would leave on hand $1,043 96 

Henby Clews, 

Treasurer. 

Annual Report of the Librarian for 1868. 

Rooms op the American Geographical and 
Statistical Society, Coopeb Institute, May 20, 1869. 

The Librarian would respectfully present the following report 
for the period commencing with the 14th day of May, 1868, and 
ending on the 19th day of May, 1869. 

The receipt-book of the Library shows that 1,185 entries have 
been made in that period, which comprises the following : 

Donations. 

Folios. 3 volumes. 

Quartos 87 " 

Octavos 412 " 

12mos 27 

Pamphlets, Quartos 72 

Octavos 462 

Maps and Charts 317 

Total 1,380 

and also the following 

Purchases. 

Folios. 3 volumes. 

Quartos. 143 

Octavos 660 " 

12mos 12 

Pamphlets, Quartos. 21 " 

Octavos. 22 

Maps and Charts 26 

Total 887 

Donations and Purchases 2,267 

The donations have been chiefly received from foreign scien- 
tific societies, with which this Society is in regular correspond- 
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ence, and which continue to transmit their valuable Journals 
and Transactions. Nothing more can be desired, as to these 
valuable contributions, than that this Society should reciprocate 
such generous gifts by the publication and transmission of a 
Journal of its own Transactions. 

There are also included in the list of donors a large number 
of public officers of the National, State and Municipal Govern- 
ments, and private gentlemen, whose names it would be impos- 
sible to enumerate on this occasion. These will be printed in 
the forthcoming Journal of the Society's Transactions, which is 
already in press and soon to be published. 

The Librarian cannot omit, however, to call the attention of 
the Society to the following very valuable and generous gifts, to 
wit : 

That of Prof. Samuel F. B. Morse : The map of the tele- 
graphic system of Europe, published by the Prussian Govern- 
ment. 

That of Mr. Francis A. Stout, the Foreign Corresponding 
Secretary of this Society : A very rare copy of the Atlas of 
Ortelius, published at Antwerp in 1573 ; The Atlas of Mercator 
for 1633 ; and the costly Mediaeval Atlas, by Jomard ; and 

That of Mr. George W. Blunt : A set of all the maps and 
charts published by his house since 1793. 

The Librarian begs leave to congratulate the Society upon the 
very satisfactory condition of its Library, which is now arranged 
and classified, and needs only a catalogue to show to its mem- 
bers its value and completeness in all the departments of geo- 
graphical and statistical science. It was impossible with the 
limited means of the Society, and the very large expense incurred 
during the past year in refurnishing the Society's rooms, to pub- 
lish a catalogue; but it is hoped that, during the coining year, 
means can be spared for that purpose. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Henry B. Hammond, 

Librarian. 



Society's Meeting, October 14, 1869. Hon. Chas. P. Daly, 
President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, May 20, 1869, were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Beckwith, on behalf of Council, reported the names 
of the following gentlemen suitable for election, as resident 
members : John S. Lawrence, C. E. Habicht, James M. Slevin, 
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John Roberton, Herman D. Tellkampf, Elijah Ward, Win. 
Bloomfield, Leonard Weber, M. D., Rowland R. Hazard, Jr., 
Clinton Gilbert, Randolph B. Martine, CoL Harmon D. Hull, 
Ledyard Bill, Charles P. Burdett, Hon. James Emott, R. 
Belloni, John Savage, Robert Dodge, A. W. F. d'Aguiar ; 
and by H. B. Hammond, recommended as a corresponding 
member, Wm. Neilson Hancock, LL.D., Secretary of the 
Geographical and Statistical Society of Ireland, in Dublin. 

No ballot being called for, they were declared duly elected 
members of the Society. 

The Treasurer reported that there remained a balance in 
the treasury of $821.14. 

The Librarian reported the following accessions to the 
Library : 

By donation 117 volumes. 

By purchase 974 " 

Maps. 9 

Total 1,100 

Both reports, on motion, were accepted and ordered to be 
placed on file. 

The President then introduced to the Society Dr. D. B. 
Simmons, of New York, for many years a resident of Japan, 
who read a paper " On the Topography of Japan and the 
Japanese Earthquakes." 

On motion of the Hon. E. Geo. Squier, the thanks of the 
Society were presented to Dr. Simmons for his interesting 
and instructive paper, and a copy of it requested for the 
archives of the Society. 

The President then introduced to the Society Mr. Porter 
C. Bliss, who offered a few remarks on the present condition 
of the Republic of Paraguay. 

On motion of Mr. Beckwith, the thanks of the Society 
were presented to Mr. Bliss for his interesting remarks. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 
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Society's Meeting, Nov. 11th, 1869. Professor Theodobe 
W. DwiGHr, LL.D., in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, October 14, 1869, were 
read and approved. 

The Council reported the names of the following gentle- 
men, suitable for election as resident members : Albert Bier- 
stadt, Franklin H. Churchill, Dudley Field, Professor Albert 
S. Bickmore, A. M. ; A. G. P. Dodge, Wm. J. Hays, Waldo 
Hutchins, Major -Gen. Geo. W. Cullum, U. S. A., James 
Muehlenberg Bailey. 

By Chas. F. de Loosey, Esq., as a corresponding member : 
Friederich von Hellwald, Member of the Imperial Royal Geo- 
graphical Society of Vienna, and of many other scientific so- 
cieties. 

By Paul B. Du Chaillu, Esq., as a corresponding member : 
Mons. V. A. Malte-Brun, Honorary Secretary of the Geo- 
graphical Society of Paris. 

And by Hon. F. A. Conkling, as an honorary member : Hon. 
Anson Burlingame, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary from the Emperor of China to the Treaty Powers. 

No ballot being called for, these gentlemen were declared 
duly elected resident, corresponding, and honorary members 
of this Society. 

Col. T. Bailey Myers offered the following resolution, to 
wit : 

Resolved, That Chapter V., Section 1, be amended by striking 
out the word " five," after the words " a Treasurer and," and in- 
serting the word " eight," so that it shall read : " A Treasurer 
and eight Councillors," instead of "five." 

Which resolution, in accordance with the existing By-Laws, 
was laid on the table, to be acted upon at the next monthly 
meeting. 

The Treasurer presented his report, through the Recording 
Secretary, exhibiting a cash balance in the treasury of $810.49. 

The Librarian reported an increase to the Library, by 
donation and purchase, of seventy-eight volumes. 
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On motion, the reports were accepted and ordered to be 
placed on file. 

The resolution of Mr. Francis A. Stout, offered at the last 
annual meeting on the 20th of May, 1869, relative to the 
amendment of the existing By-Laws, was now taken up and 
declared to be adopted. 

The President then introduced to the Society, George 
Gibbs, Esq., of Washington, D. C, who read a paper upon 
the Physical Geography of the North-Western Boundary of 
the United States. 

On motion of Hon. Henry E. Davies, seconded by Mr. 
Myers, the thanks of the Society were presented to Mr. 
Gibbs for his very interesting paper, and a copy of it re- 
quested for the archives of the Society. 

Dr. Hayes, in responding to a call, not only cordially uni- 
ted in the vote of thanks to Mr. Gibbs, but pointed also to 
the great similarity of the Western Coast of America with 
that of Norway and Greenland, which he had an opportunity 
to observe on his last exploring expedition to Greenland in 
the summer of 1869. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Society's Meeting, Dec. 9, 1869. Hon. Chas. P. Daly, 
President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, Nov. 11, 1869, were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Myers, on behalf of the Council, reported the names 
of the following gentlemen as suitable for election as resident 
members : Frederick Hoffman, Ph. D., James W. Gerard, 
William Bradford, Eev. John Forsyth, D. D., Jerome Allen, 
George Perault, John P. Mumford, Allan McLane, Kev. J. 
H. Vincent, Goldsboro Banyer, Mrs. Frances Hallock ; and 
by Hon. Charles P. Daly, as a corresponding member, his 
Excellency Senor Don Juan Jose Baz, Governor of the Dis- 
trict of Mexico. 

No ballot being called for, these gentlemen were declared 
duly elected members of the Society. 
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The Treasurer's monthly report was read by the Record- 
ing Secretary, exhibiting a balance in the Treasury of 
$563.18. 

The Librarian's monthly report was also read by the He- 
cording Secretary, showing that daring the past month 
eighty volumes were received into the Library by purchase 
and donation. 

On motion, both reports were accepted and ordered to be 
placed on file. 

The President then called the attention of the Society to a 
valuable donation from Dr. Naphegyi, of his Album of Lan- 
guages, in which the Lord's Prayer is exhibited in one hun- 
dred different languages. 

The President read also the following letter, which had 
been addressed to him by Mr. Henry O'Rielly, accompany- 
ing a Map of the United States, which he used when ar- 
ranging early Telegraph routes, and which he presents to 
the Society : 

New York, Dec. 9, 1869. 

Hon. Chables P. Daly, President of the American Geographical 
and Statistical Society: 

Dear Sir, — Connected with the Origin of Electric Intercourse 
over extended Lines, and as this is the Anniversary of the Com- 
mencement of Telegraphic Correspondence between the Cities 
on the Atlantic Coast and those on the Mississippi River, I 
readily comply with the request of your Society, by depositing 
in your valuable Collection the Map of the United States which 
I used when arranging early Telegraph Routes — showing the 
extent of our organized State and Territorial Governments when 
was completed the First Telegraph Range that connected the 
Atlantic Cities with the " Father of Waters" — the earliest Public 
Improvement that united the Mississippi River with the Sea- 
board. 

The Pioneer Lightning Line between St. Louis and the At- 
lantic Coast (including the intermediate Cities of Harrisburgh, 
Pittsburg, Wheeling, Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, Madison, 
Louisville, Vincennes, etc.), was the first division of the Range 
of Eight Thousand Miles of Telegraph, which I projected, con- 
structed, and organized, for connecting the different sections of 
the United States, as they then existed, which was the earliest 
Great Range of Telegraph in the World. 
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This Pioneer Line was the first long telegraph used by Scien- 
tific Men for Geographical and Astronomical purposes — Prof. 
Mitchell of Cincinnati thus instantaneously communicating with 
the Scientists on the Seaboard : And over this line was trans- 
mitted the first Presidential Message (Polk's long one of 1847), 
which was published simultaneously among the People of the 
Atlantic Coast and of the Mississippi Valley. 

I will further comply with the request by furnishing your Li- 
brary with copies of some of the documents and correspondence 
concerning the Origin and Progress (or " the Geography and 
Statistics") of Early Telegraphing in America- — referring in- 
quirers, for particulars, to the Collection of One Hundred Vol- 
umes of Telegraphic Documents and Correspondence, presented 
to the New York Historical Society in connection with the Tele- 
graph Lines I organized and with telegraphing generally. 

The progress of intercommunication among all civilized people 
and nations, as well as in the United States, cannot be more viv- 
idly realized than by considering the development of Railways 
and Telegraphs during the short period since Telegrams first 
flashed between St. Louis and the Atlantic Cities — the longest 
Electric Line then in existence. At that time (Dec, 1847) there 
were no locomotives west of Chambersburg, in Pennsylvania — 
not a rail on the great route between the Alleghanies and the Pa- 
cific Ocean. Between the then railroad terminus and the Mis- 
sissippi, the common roads, in winter and spring, were mostly 
in such wretched condition that the mails, then always irregular, 
were frequently fourteen or fifteen days in transmission — a state 
of things which rendered telegraphic intercourse valuable to an 
extent that cannot be realized in these days, when Steam and 
Lightning are so wonderfully diffused that our newspapers sup- 
ply intelligence only a few hours old from nearly all parts of the 
civilized world. 

Now mark the contrast ! 

When the first Telegrams were exchanged between the Mis- 
sissippi and the Atlantic, the news-papers of the Atlantic Cities 
were often not less than fourteen or fifteen days old before 
reaching the now great City of the Mississippi Valley — having 
required one half more time for their journey than was even 
then required for steam voyages to Europe, and double the time 
required now for transmitting railroad mails across the Conti- 
nent — between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans; facts that may 
not be deemed uninteresting as illustrations of the revolution 
effected by Locomotive and Lightning in the intercommunica- 
tion among mankind of all civilized nations, as well as in the 
United States of America. 

Respectfully yours, 

Henry O'Rieixy. 
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On motion of Hon. Townsend Harris it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Dr. 
Naphegyi and to Mr. Henry O'Bielly for then: valuable dona- 
tions. 

The President then introduced to the Society Prof. J. S. 
Newberry, of Columbia College, who delivered a discourse 
upon his explorations in Utah and Arizona Territories. 

On motion of the Bight Reverend Bishop Potter, sec- 
onded by CoL Myers, the thanks of the Society were pre- 
sented to Prof. Newberry for his highly interesting and in- 
structive discourse, and a copy of it was requested for the 
archives of the Society. 

Miscellaneous business was then again resumed. 

On motion of W. H. H. Moore, Esq., the following gentle- 
men were appointed by the President as a special committee 
to prepare suitable nominations for the annual election of 
officers of the Society to be held next month, namely: 
Messrs. Wm. B. Maclay, Edward Bill, and James Geddes 
Day. 

The resolution of CoL T. B. Myers to amend the By-Laws, 
Chap. V., Sec. 1, offered at the last meeting, was now taken 
up and declared to be adopted. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

E. B. Stbaznickt, 

Recording Secretary. 



